
It’s always good to start with 

what you know. At Godfrey, 

we certainly know Connecti-

cut!  Being located in the cen-

tral city of Middletown and 

having patrons and contacts 

from all over the state, the 

Godfrey has had the opportu-

nity to add many Connecticut 

based works to our print and 

digital collection.  You might 

say that Connecticut is our 

specialty. 
 

From colonial times, through 

the Revolution to the Civil 

War and beyond, the Constitu-

tion State holds an important 

place in American history.  We 

want to help you find your 

family’s place in that history.   
 

The history created by the ac-

complishments of “average” 

citizens is the backbone upon 

which this state was founded. 

Only a small percentage of 

Connecticut residents are im-

mortalized in history books for  

their valiant deeds or great 

minds.  But, the lives of every-

day men and women are wait-

ing to be discovered in all 

kinds of records.   Church Re-

cords, Cemetery and Funeral 

Records, Newspapers,  and 

Vital Records all contain fabu-

lous details about the lives of 

our ancestors. 

 

We’ve just added more than 

15,200 records from the First 

Congregational Church of 

Middletown, and more than 

9,000 records from the Halla-

han Funeral Home in South-

ington to Godfrey Scholar+.  

These records are fascinating 

to read through.   
 

From the early settlers who 

sailed the seas to the immi-

grants who would come to 

work in the mills generations 

later, the  records of the First 

Church of Christ Congrega-

tional tell the story of the peo-

ple of Middletown and the role 

of the church in their day to 

day lives.   Entries of baptisms, 

marriages, deaths, and confes-

sions describe customs, rela-

tionships, occupations and 

personal information that 

might not exist anywhere else. 

Membership records of the 

church tell us where our ances-

tors came from or went to.  

Look What We’ve Added!                     See Page 2 for more information 
 
 

 All 226 Volumes of the American Genealogical Biographical Index (AGBI) 

 The Middletown, CT First Congregational Church Records from 1668 to 1869  

 Funeral cards from the Hallahan Funeral Home in Southington, CT 

 Many new Connecticut cemeteries in the Ed Laput Cemetery Collection 

. 
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                                       Godfrey Memorial Library.  We specialize in Genealogy, History, and Biography.   

Marriage records give us maid

-en names of difficult to find 

female ancestors. These re-

cords may be the only docu-

mentation of some of the 

slaves living in Middletown.   

Their names; Orvo, Cuff, 

Dutchess, Pritt, Gift, Orange, 

Mimbo and Salem are entered 

with the description "negroe 

servant of...". 
 

The card index from the Halla-

han Funeral Home in South-

ington, CT was made available 

to us by the Southington Ge-

nealogical Society.  The Fu-

neral Home operated from the 

1930s until the late 1970s and 

was made famous by the 

movie A Haunting in Con-

necticut.  The records kept by 

the home begin in the late 

1800s.  They include people 

who died in other places and 

were buried in Southington.  

The population of Southington 

reflected the times with many 

citizens from Italy, Russia,  

Galicia, Wurttemburg, Can-

ada, Poland, Sweden, Scot-

land, Ireland, England, France. 
Researchers can find the cause 

of death, place of birth and 

death, occupation and other 

vital information on the cards.   

What’s next? 

Look forward to more unique 

handwritten records, including 

records from Middletown’s 

Church of the Holy Trinity, 

Cromwell First Congrega-

tional Church, Doolittle Fu-

neral Home records, Lillian 

Kruger Brooks’ research on 

Haddam Neck area families, 

and Wolcott and Wallingford 

Vital Records. 
 

 

If you would like to be a part 

of making these one of a kind 

resources available to the pub-

lic, we would welcome your 

help!  You can volunteer from 

anywhere in the world: just 

give us a call or email! 

 

+   

 

Subscribe      Subscribe online at www.gofrey.org or call us at 860-346-4375 
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Hallahan Funeral Home Records* 

 

Southington Connecticut’s Hallahan Funeral Home is 

best known for the supposed haunting that took place 

after it’s closure, made famous in the film A Haunting 

In Connecticut.  While these records don’t harbor any 

malignant spirits, they are a fantastic source of genea-

logical information.   

 

The cards span from 1888 to 1974 and reflect a diverse 

population from Europe and Scandinavia.  Each card 

contains the person’s name, date of death, and place of 

burial, and may also contain the person’s birth date, 

close relatives, age, and cause of death.  These records 

are arranged in alphabetical order and are also fully 

searchable using the Scholar+ search function.   

 

Thanks to Southington Genealogical Society for mak-

ing this valuable resource available to Godfrey Schol-

ars. 

It has been an exciting time at the Godfrey, with improvements to the Scholar being 

worked on every day!  Check out these new additions to our Scholar+ library. 

 

The American Genealogical Biographical Index 
 

The Godfrey’s claim to fame has finally come to 

Scholar+!  All 226 volumes of our founder Fremont 

Rider’s magnum opus, a vast index containing all of 

the genealogical works published at the time,  are now 

available and easier to use than ever.  The AGBI is an 

unparalleled source for genealogists, whether you’re 

experienced or just starting out! 

 

Indexed in the AGBI are names from the military re-

cords, rare and out of print genealogy books, and the 

entirety of the Boston Transcript’s long running genea-

logical inquiry column.  If you’ve hit a snag in your 

research the unique resources indexed in the AGBI 

contains might be just what you are looking for! 

 

A complete Finding Aide has been added alongside the 

AGBI.  Abbreviated titles used in the AGBI are ex-

plained and, when possible, links are provided to free 

digital versions of the indexed work. 

 

Guides to Using the Scholar 
 

Learning how to use new resources or deal with frus-

trating technology issues can make research a chore.  

To help avoid both of these problems the staff at the 

Godfrey has created several User’s Guides for the re-

sources available in the Scholar+ Library as well as 

fixes to common technology problems that you may 

encounter.    

 

These guides include how to use the AGBI, how to use 

the Ed Laput Connecticut Cemetery Project, how to 

use the newspaper databases, solutions to common log 

on problems, as well as others.  They are all located 

under the “How to Use the Scholar” link on the 

Scholar+ main page. 

 

If you have any suggestions for new guides to add, 

please let us know! 

 

Middletown First Congregational Church Records* 

 

These handwritten records from Middletown’s First 

Congregational Church, 1668 - 1870 contain a wealth 

of information regarding Middletown citizens.  In-

cluded in the records are: 

 

 Births/Baptisms, 4146 entries 

 Marriages, 1957 entries 

 Deaths, 2941 entries 

 Members and Confessions, 6207 entries 

 

Thanks to the generosity of CT Humanities, these re-

cords are also fully searchable!  You can easily find a 

single person or an entire family in seconds. Or scan 

through a sheet of information alphabetized by sur-

name.  Interested in more detail?  Click on the link to 

see the original document. 

 

Personal details abound in these records, from causes 

of death to congregational interventions. 

* Exclusive to the Scholar+ digital collection. 
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                    Church Records Tell Stories of Lives after Death 

First Congregational Church, 

Middletown, CT 

Brilliant mind, genealogist, 

scholar, and librarian  

Fremont Rider 

     Three centuries ago your 

name was more likely to be en-

tered in church records than town 

records. The Middletown First 

Congregational Church records, 

now available on Scholar+,  are 

evidence of this.  These records 

spanning from 1668 to 1869 are 

filled with details that help us 

learn about Middletown’s history 

and perhaps your own family history. 

 

Death was always around the corner in eight-

eenth century Middletown.  Reading through 

the minister's entries of deaths from 1668 to 

1816 you get a sense of just how fragile life 

was. People in those days died of things we 

don't even think of now, Scarlet Fever, Croup, 

Dysentery, Consumption, and  Measles.  Then 

there were scary sounding disease we've never 

heard of Cachexy, Black Canker, Scrofula, 

Fits and Rattles. 

 

The numbers of children dying from fevers, 

coughs, and accidents is disturbing. Seth Hall 

died at 6 of a fractured skull, Moses Griswald, 

15, was killed when a cart overturned, Clarissa 

Hurlbut, 6, choked on a bean, and 4 month old 

Hannah Ward "died suddenly muffled up in a 

sleigh".   
          

Some of the entries give us a view of medical 

treatment of the time. In 1789, 3 year old Lucy 

Butler died of "contusion of head by a fall and 

was exercised with worms" and 8 year old 

Myron Johnson "bled very weak after pulling 

a tooth".  Then there were accidental poison-

ings with mercury and laudanum, an easily 

available narcotic, pain reliever, and cough  

suppressant. 

 

The hearth was a real danger causing a num-

ber of scaldings and burns.  Joshua Miller and 

Darius Clark lost their lives to mill accidents.             

 

Fortynine people drowned in the Connecticut 

River in 105 years. Being a seaport, Middle-

town also suffered great losses of men on sail-

ing voyages in Jamaica, the West Indies or 

Bermuda. An entire ship captained by James 

Jones in 1789 never returned from a fishing 

voyage.   

 

Details of military service are in the records, 

too.  Stebbins and Prosper Johnson died 3 

months apart in 1777 with an explanation that 

they had returned to Middletown after each 

had been taken prisoner at Fort Washington. 

 

You’ll learn a lot about life and death in a 

colonial New England town by reading 

through these records! 

In the early 1900s Arthur Fremont Rider began 

work on his dream, a genealogical index con-

taining every published work of genealogy in 

the United States.  Years later this immense 

project was completed.  Though it does not 

contain every current genealogical resource, the 

American Genealogical Biographical Index, or 

AGBI, is a formidable collection of over four 

million names with associated statistics and 

source materials. 

  

Because of the aged and obscure nature of the 

works indexed, sometimes a peek in the AGBI 

can be just what a family researcher needs to 

find leads where none are easily apparent. 

  

Included in the AGBI is every name mentioned 

in the Boston Evening Transcript’s long run-

ning genealogical inquiry column.  Between 

1895 and 1963 the Transcript ran a full page 

column publishing genealogical inquiries sub- 

mitted by readers.  Other readers could submit 

answers to those inquiries, which were pub-

lished in subsequent editions.   Each inquiry 

was assigned a number which would then be 

used to identify any answers that were pub-

lished. 

  

The indexed works in the AGBI were a part of 

Fremont Rider’s personal collection.  Those 

works remain a part of the Godfrey’s collec-

tion today.  This includes microfiche of the 

entire run of the Boston Evening Transcript 

genealogy column. 

  

Only on Scholar+ can you find organized page 

scans of all 226 volumes and our finding aide: 

which not only provides a key to the abbrevia-

tions, but also links, when available, to a digi-

tized version of the source referenced in the 

AGBI.  Godfrey Scholar+ truly is a one stop 

shop when it comes to the AGBI! 



 Middletown CT’s Church of the Holy Trinity Records 

 Cromwell CT’s First Congregational Church Records 

 Middletown CT’s Doolittle Funeral Home Records 

 The Brooks Family Cards Collection, an index for the vital 

records of several Connecticut towns 

 User guides detailing finding and using the census, Scholar+ 

helpful websites page, using newspaper databases, and begin-

ning one’s genealogical research 

  Soon to be Added to the Scholar Library 

Have an idea for the newsletter? 

Contact us! 
 

Godfrey Memorial Library 

134 Newfield St. 

Middletown, CT 06457 

Phone: 860-346-4375 
 

Newsletter Email 

krinaldo@godfrey.org  

Your business tag line here. 

G O D F R E Y  L I B R A R Y ’ S  S C H O L A R +  

 

Learn From the Scholar 
 

 

This section highlights contributions to the content on Scholar+ or describes how Scholar+ is being used for research. 

THE ED LAPUT  

CONNECTICUT 

CEMETERY  

COLLECTION 
is the ONLY cemetery project which 

includes information on EVERY bur-

ial in each cemetery recorded. So far, 

Ed Laput and his volunteers have pho-

tographed more than 240,000 grave-

stones and recorded nearly 304,000 

burials in 869 cemeteries.  The data-

base includes cemeteries in 101 of the 

169 Connecticut towns. 

 

“We are so proud of the Ed Laput Col-

lection” says Godfrey’s Executive 

Director Beth Mariotti.  “It is such a 

fabulous resource for genealogists.  

It’s the gem of our Scholar!”  

For the last 7 years Ed Laput and a group 

of volunteers have been updating the 

work of Charles Hale who, in the 1930s, 

transcribed every tombstone in every 

Connecticut cemetery.  Ed’s group 

revisits each cemetery recorded by Hale 

photographing each tombstone up to pre-

sent day, which brings the information 

more up to date.  Volunteers enter data 

from these stones and include information 

from missing stones using Hale’s tran-

scriptions.  The images and information 

are then uploaded to a searchable data-

base on Scholar+.   
 

Ed’s group charts the location of each 

cemetery on Google Maps so they will 

not be lost to posterity, as many are off 

the beaten path, in woods, or on private 

property. 
 

This project is run completely by volun-

teers.  “We are always happy to have 

more help photographing the stones and 

entering the data into spreadsheets.  We 

especially need help in the Western part 

of the state.” comments Gene Gumbs, 

long-time contributor to the project.  “Our 

goal is to complete half the cemeteries in 

Connecticut by the end of the year.” 

If you’d like to help, contact us at God-

frey. 

    Towns in which ALL cemeteries  

     have been completed 

 

    Middlesex County: 

     Chester 

     Cromwell 

     Middlefield 

     Middletown (except three) 
 

    New London County: 

     Bozrah (except one) 

     Colchester (except two) 

     Groton 

     Lebanon 

     Ledyard (except one) 

     Lyme/Old Lyme (except one) 

     Montville 

     New London (except one) 

     Preston (except one) 

     Salem (except two) 

     Stonington (except two) 

     Voluntown 
 

    Hartford County: 

     Berlin (except two) 

     Burlington 

     East Windsor (except two) 

     Glastonbury 

     Marlborough 

     Rocky Hill (except one) 

     Windsor (except two) 
 

    Tolland County: 

     Andover (except one) 

     Bolton 

     Columbia (except one) 

     Hebron 

     Mansfield/Storrs (except two) 


